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Devine Thoughts

PUSHTI SEVA

Pushtiseva is most effective, scientific and very highly
beneficial for a jivatman. Surrender, dedication and
devotional love dispel anger, greed and passion.

Dear friends,

The discussion regarding the remaining two questionsis
now taken up here in this issue. The third question is — How to
perform the Seva? As we have already understood previously
Seva means serving Bhagavan, devoting the whole of our
bodies and sense — organs along with the mind. It is a matter of
common parlance that when different spices are mixed with
pulses and vegetables their taste becomes far
more relishing. Similarly there are certain linking
emotions between the parts (amshas) of
Bhagavan embodied in the jiva-hood i.e. the
jivatman's and bhagavan Who is Supernatural,
transcendental and in the form of complete rasa
(bliss) alone. The linking emotions between
Bhagavan and ourselves are :- (i) feeling, “l am the
dasa (surrendered ardent servant) of Bhagavan.”
— being devoted to such spirit of servitude
constitutes the Dasabhava (ii) repulsion of the
natural inclination of the sense —organs from their favourite
objects and thereafter the rise of the emotion of surrender to
Bhagavan, (iii) the extremely ardent emotion of love towards
Bhagavan as opposed to the lustful desire for the passionate
enjoyment.

By the performance of Seva with all these emotions the Seva
becomes absolutely true to its connotation.

A jivatman cannot have the access to the principal- Seva
(Pushtiseva) of Bhagavan who is the highest bliss par-
excellence, the embodiment of the most highly exalted Rasa
when any one of all the three auxiliary sentiments needed for
the Seva, is absent. The factor responsible for this is what Shree
Vallabhacharyaji himself has said, “Na laukikah Prabhuh
Krishnah manute naiva laukikam”. (Bhagavan Shree Krishna is

Pujya Shri Brijlata Bahuji

g8 3b. ¥

not temporal and He never accepts anything offered with any
wordly attachment). Bhagavan Shree Krishna who is the
object of our worship is absolutely transcendental : has not
even an iota of worldliness. Therefore serving such Bhagavan
Shree Krishna along with the wordly attachment on the part of
the worshipper is not possible. (Prakrutabhava — the
understanding that | am the body, | am the sense —organ etc. or
serving with the sense that | am a jivatman bound by avidya.
Aprakruta, alaukika bhava = serving Bhagavan with the
emotionthatlamthe Amsha of the most highly exalted, blissful
Bhagavan in the form of Sat- chit and ananda and not the body,
senseorgan, mind or a jivatman). For this it is necessary that
the dawning of the knowledge of one's being an amsha of
Paramatman, is required it would be possible only when the
inclination of mind, intellect, consciousness and the sense —
organ might not drag up towards the objects of
passionate enjoyment, influencing us who are in
fact the amshas of Bhagavan. Our mind has control
over our sense organs. This mind is naturally fickle,
so it drags the sense towards the objects of sensual
enjoyment. The mind connected with the sense
organs of hearing drags up towards the
conversations related with the common parlance.
Similarly it makes us look to the charming things of
the world. In the same way it makes us experience
favorable and unfavorable happenings in our worldly
existence. The mind impels our tongue to enjoy the variety of
tastes. Being connected with the sense organ of speech it
propels us to speak out many truths as well as lies. Thus the
different inclinations pertaining to the body drown us in the
ocean of the worldly existence everyone and then. Under these
circumstances just as a person who has a heavy stone tied
round the body, has no alternative other than going deeper and
deeper in to the water, in the same way for us who are getting
ourselves drowned in the ocean of the worldly existence due to
the pressure of lustful, passionate enjoyments have no
possibility to move towards Bhagavan or our emancipation
except getting ourselves doomed.

Continue...
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Ashoka the son of Bindusara and grandson of
Chandragupta had been nominated king by his father.

Ashoka in his younger days is said to have had a massive temper and was also
very wicked and cruel. He once put his ministers through a loyalty test in which
he killed 500 of them. He was also nicknamed Chand Ashoka which means

'Ashoka the Fierce' for having built a horrific torture chamber.

On ascending the throne, Ashoka ruled the Indian subcontinent from 269 BC to
232 BC. His kingdom stretched from Pakistan and Afghanistan in the west to
Bangladesh and Assam in the east, and as far as Kerala and Andhra Pradesh in
the East. He expanded his empire in over the next eight years.
He inherited a vast empire. Only Kalinga dared to withstand him. Kalinga was a rich and fertile land situated between the

Godavari and Mahanadi rivers.
huge army. More than a hundred
side. There was a terrible
lost his pride and blood-thirsty
At night he inspected the
dead warriors. Their widows
went down on bended knee. He
him. “What have | done?” If this
Is this a victory or a defeat? Is this

Thought for Enlightenment

Smt. Jagruti Gohil (Chicago)

The Story of
Ashoka

The Great

Asoka marched on Kalinga with a
thousand men fought on either
conflict. Asoka won the war. He
nature.

battlefield. All around him were
wept and cursed Asoka. Asoka
added his cry to those around
is a victory, what's a defeat then?
justice or injustice? Is it valor to

killinnocent children and women? Do | do it to widen the empire and for prosperity or to destroy the other's kingdom and
splendor? One has lost her husband, someone else a father, someone a child, someone an unborninfant...

The king rode back a changed man. He gave up war and adopted Buddhism soon after and embraced the message of love,
peace, and kindness that Buddha taught. He made Buddhism his state religion. Ashoka also promoted the concept of
vegetarianism. Ashoka defined dharma as nonviolence, tolerance of all sects and opinions, obedience to parents, respect
for the Brahmans and other religious teachers and priests, liberality towards friends, humane treatment of servants, and

generosity towards all.

After 40 years of rule, at the age of 72, in 232 BC, Ashoka breathed his last. He left behind a legacy as an able ruler,

lawmaker, hero, monk and noble preacher of dharma.

The careless, cruel young man became Asoka the Great. Devanamapriya or Beloved of The Gods was one of his many
names. The Asoka Chakra which he had designed adorns the center of the Indian national flag. The pillar with four lions

which he builtin Sarnath isthe national emblem. Asoka became the model of a powerful, yet benevolent king.

DHARM PUZZLE
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Find the words from the list in
the below box :

AGHASUR VADH
BAKASUR

CHAK LILA
DHENUJKASUR
GAU CHARAN
GOP GWAL
GOPIJAN
GOVARDHAN
KALIYA NAG
KANS VADH
KRISHNA LILA
MAKHAN CHORI
PUTANA VADH
RAAS LILA
YAMUNA TAT
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