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Divine Thoughts

Pujya Shri Brijlata Bahuji

Thus trying to get return for what one
has done and going on counting like this
constitutes what is called “Samsara”.
when a Jiva rises above these worldly
calculations and develops inclination
towards seva ,as a result first of all he
starts with forgetting the concept of 'I'
and 'mine' and Bhagavan becomes the
only subject of thinking for his mind and
intellect. Thenceforth he starts thinking
and follow: 'this beautiful universe
belongs to Bhagavan, all this beauty
belongs to Bhagavan. | should offer all
good and excellent things to Bhagavan.
Bhagavan has given me this body for his
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service and good deeds. Bhagavan has
made a beautiful arrangement of
various sense-organs in this body ; he
has given me the eyes to see his
charming and attractive form; he has
given me ears to listen to his eulogies
and the narrations about his divine leela
and repute; he has given me the speech
for describing and speaking about his
excellent virtues, deeds and fame . in all
these ways whenever and whatever he
thinks, he thinks for the sake of
Bhagavan. He has the attitude of
dedication only; and the desire for
getting anything does not remain with
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him. Thus the inclination of the mind of a
devotee gets repelled from his own
interests and all other worldly subjects
and his consciousness becomes fully
absorbed in Bhagavan Shree Krishna.
Shree Vallabhacharyaji  says that
whatever the devotee does after
attaining to the above described
position, is called Seva.

Now, the discussion about his subjects
with regard to the remaining two
guestions cannot be done in this issue;
therefore we will take it up in the next
issue.
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g. Story of Eklavya

- Jagruti Gohil

=

Hiranyadhanu was the king of Nishada. Hunting was the main occupation of his people. Eklavya was his the only son of

Hiranyadhanu. It was his ardent desire to learn the art of archery from Dronacharya. So, one day he traveled to

Hastinapur and witnessed Drona teaching the Pandavas and the Kauravas the art of archery. Eklavya went straight to

Drona and requested him to include him among his disciples. Drona questioned Eklavya about his caste and creed. And

he turned down the request on the ground that he thought only the Kshatriyas.

Disappointed Eklavya returned to the forest. He then made a statue of Drona in the mud. and installed it at the place

where he usually practiced archery. Every day he prostrated before the statute of Dronacharya and practices archery.

Eklavya did this because he faithfully believed that if he practiced before his Guru, he would become an able archer.

Thus, though his Guru shunned him, he still held him in high esteem and thought of him as his Guru. His concentration

was so high that he could gain mastery over archery. He acquired immense knowledge about it as well. Eklavya

became an archer of exceptional prowess, superior even to Drona's best pupil, Arjuna.

One day, Drona took his students to the forest to teach them hunting. It was the same forest where Eklavya practiced

archery. Inthe forest, Drona observed bow marks on the tree branch indicating archery practice.

One day while Eklavya is practicing, he hears a dog barking. At first, the boy ignored the dog, but a continuous disturbance in his practice angered him. He stopped his practice and went
towards the place where the dog was barking. Before the dog could shut up or get out of the way, Eklavya fired seven arrows in rapid succession to fill the dog's mouth without injuring
it. Asaresult, itroamed the forests with its mouth opened..

They suddenly Shaw the “stuffed” dog while practicing, and wonder who could have pulled off such a feat of archery. Drona was amazed too.” Such an excellent aim can only come from
a mighty archer.” he exclaimed. they began searching the forest for the one behind such amazing feat. They found a dark-skinned man dressed all in black. It was Eklavya. Dronacharya
wentup to him.

Drona praised Eklavya, and asked, “From whom did you learn Archery?” Eklavya was thrilled to hear Drona's praises. “From you my Master. You are my Guru,” Eklavya replied humbly.
“Your Guru? How can | be your Guru? | have never seen you before!” Drona exclaimed in surprise. But all of a sudden he remembered something. ” Now | remember,” said he. “Are you
not the same hunter boy whom | refused admission in my Gurukul some months back?”

“Yes, Dronacharya”, replied the boy. | made a statue like you and worshipped and practiced before yourimage. Thankstoit, | have become a good archer.”

Hearing this, Arjuna became angry. “But you promised me that you'd make me the best archer in the world!”

Unable to answer Arjuna's question, Drona remained silent. The sage too was upset that his promise to Prince Arjuna was not going to be fulfilled. He was also angry with Eklavya for
disobeying him. So the sage planned to punish Eklavy.

“Whereis your guru Dakshina? You have to give me a gift for your training,”. Eklavya was overjoyed. “Dronacharya, I'll be the happiest person on earth to serve you. Ask me anything and
| will offer it to you as my guru Dakshina “he said.

Drona did not wait anymore. “Eklavya, | seek to have your right-hand thumb as my guru Dakshina” he declared.

Without his thumb, he could never shoot arrows again. But the teacher must be satisfied. “Ok Gurudey, as you wish,” he said. Then, without the slightest hesitation, Eklavya drew out
his knife and cut his thumb!

The sage was humbled. He blessed the young archer for his courage. “Eklavya, even without your thumb, you'll be known as a great archer. | bless you that you will be remembered
forever foryour loyalty to your guru,

But despite his handicap, Eklavya continued to practice archery. How could he do so? When one is dedicated, one can make even mountains bow. With practice, Eklavya could shoot
arrows with his index and middle finger and he became a greater archer than he was ever before. His renown spread far and wide. When Drona came to know this, he blessed the boy
silently and begged for divine forgiveness.

Andtrue to Drona's blessing, Eklavya is still praised as the most loyal and brave student in the epic of Mahabharatha.
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